Although the course is designed to be accessible to everyone, this is not an easy course, and some students do earn F's and D's every semester. If you are on probation, or are trying to use this course to raise your GPA to graduate, qualify for a study abroad program, or for other reasons, this course might not meet your needs.
* Quizzes and attendance (15%). 17 short quizzes will be handed out before, during, and/or after randomly selected lectures and will also check attendance. Some quizzes will involve testing ability to map or otherwise display data; others will test knowledge and ability to communicate concepts through short answers. They are designed to be finished in less than 2 minutes. Students who arrive late will not be allowed to take quizzes. More than one quiz may be administered in the same class. If you anticipate being late to class, or leaving early, do not take this course! Students missing a quiz will earn a zero; however, the lowest two quiz scores will be dropped. University of Texas related extracurricular obligations such as sport events are only excusable if cleared with the professor at the start of the semester. Family obligations such as weddings are not excusable (will be considered pat of the two quiz drop). If an illness occurs requiring missing more than two quizzes, a doctor's note will be required. Frost days are excusable if announced by 3 am on the University's alert system, otherwise students will be expected to attend.
* Exams (60%). Feb 25, Apr 5, May 5, May 13
Exams will include questions testing knowledge of concepts, theories, and ability to analyze observable facts to arrive at informed conclusions. Some questions will involve the ability to map environmental, cultural, and other patterns, others may involve essays discussing the theory and ethical or policy implications of such phenomena as migration and commodity chains. There are three midterms; the final is a make up exam (for those who miss a midterm due to illness or other reasons, or who wish to have a second chance to make up for a particularly poor score); the lowest of the four scores will be dropped. Students who take all the midterms and are satisfied with their scores need not take the final. Students will be given review sheets of vocabulary terms and practice questions prior to each exam. The first three exams will be conducted in the regular classroom at the regular class meeting time; the final on May 13 will be conducted from 2 to 5 pm.
* Project Paper (25%). Due 5 pm, April 18 (electronic submission, Canvas). Pick one product from a Latin American country and trace the commodity through each step from its place of origin to a retail outlet in North America or in a different Latin American country. Relate the production and distribution of the commodity to environmental and social patterns and processes, including (for example) colonialism, trade policy, drug policy. How might future changes of any kind (environmental, economic, political) affect the commodity chain and the people involved? Conclude with what you believe are the major impacts of the commodity chain you analyzed. How does it impact your life, or the life of someone like you in the nation that consumes the commodity? The local economy? The US/Latin American economy? Your paper should be 750-1000 words, and should utilize at least four bibliographic sources. Your paper grade will reflect your ability to include effective development, interpretation, and expression of ideas.
More information and further instructions will be available on Canvas.
Core Curriculum Requirement, Social and Behavioral Sciences
This course may be used to fulfill the social and behavioral sciences component of the university core curriculum and addresses the following four core objectives established by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board: communication skills, critical thinking skills, empirical and quantitative skills, and social responsibility.
Global Cultures Flag
This course carries the Global Cultures flag. Global Cultures courses are designed to increase your familiarity with cultural groups outside the United States. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from assignments covering the practices, beliefs, and histories of at least one non-U.S. cultural group, past or present.
Certificate Requirement, NAIS
This course may be used towards the certificate requirement in NAIS.
Bridging Disciplines Programs
This course may be used towards BDP requirements in Global Studies, Environment, and/or the Social Entrepreneurship & Non-profits BDPs. Check with BDP for latest details.
Classroom Policy on Electronic Devices and Behavior
Laptops are NOT allowed. Laptops, tablets, phones, MP3 players, and other such devices must be turned off and stowed during classes and exams. Lectures may not be recorded in any way without prior permission. Online materials may not be copied or distributed without prior permission. In exceptional cases, with prior permission, students will be allowed to take lecture notes on their laptops; in these cases, laptop lecture notes need to provided to the professor for each class, and students need to pledge not to use computers for any other purpose during class. In addition, these students need to sit at the back of the class. The professor will not provide feedback on lecture notes.
Students will arrive on time, minimize unscheduled personal breaks, and stay until the class ends. They will respect the views and opinions of their colleagues. Disagreement and debate are encouraged.
Accommodations for Special Needs
The University makes reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Any student who requires special accommodations must obtain a letter that documents the disability from the Services for Students with Disabilities area of the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement (471-6259 voice or 471-4641 TTY for users who are deaf or hard of hearing). Present the letter to the professor at the beginning of the semester so that needed accommodations can be discussed. The student should remind the professor of any testing accommodations no later than five business days before an exam. For more information, visit http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/.
Religious Holidays
By UT Austin policy, students must notify the professor of a pending absence at least fourteen days prior to the date of observance of a religious holy day. If the student must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in order to observe a religious holy day, the professor will give the student an opportunity to complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence.
Behavior Concerns Advice Line (BCAL)
If students are worried about someone who is acting differently, they may use the Behavior Concerns Advice Line to discuss by phone their concerns about another individual's behavior. Call 512-232-5050 or visit http://www.utexas.edu/safety/bcal.
